
Reading in 

Reception





Why is reading important?

 It helps every other area of the curriculum

 Helps to build vocabulary 

 Safer than the internet for finding information

 Leisure – reading for pleasure

 1:1 time with your child

 Better Readers become better writers

 It’s not a race!



End of year expectations
Comprehension

Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own 

words and recently introduced vocabulary. 

Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories. 

Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and 

poems and during role play.

Word Reading

Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs.

Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending.

Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some 

common exception words.

Writing

Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. 

Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. 

Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.



Please look after our books, no 

writing in them please.

Our books are mostly Collins Big 

Cat  and are matched very 

closely to our phonics curriculum. 



Phonics – Glossary 

 Phoneme    - Single Sound

 Blend           - Merging the sounds together to make the word

 Segment    - Separate the word in to its sounds 

 digraph / trigraph   - 2/3 letters that represent a sound

 CVC     - consonant / vowel / consonant words   e.g.   c a t

 Tricky words  – words that cannot be sounded out   e.g.  the

Letters names or Sounds?
 Both     e.g.   The name of this letter is   A  and it makes  the sound…



Phonics – Phase 1 (Sound)

 Rhyme

 Initial sounds (hearing)

 Tuning your ears to listen to the parts of the word (segmenting)



Phonics – Phase 2 (Single Sounds)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s



Phonics – Phase 2 (single sounds)

Cat > c-a-t

Pot > p-o-t

Man > m-a-n

Dog > d-o-g



Phonics – Phase 3 (digraph/trigraph)



Phonics – Phase 3 (digraph/trigraph)

shop > sh-o-p

ring > r-i-ng

coat > c-oa-t

rain > r-ai-n



Tricky words – these are words that cannot be sounded out we 

just need to learn them by sight. Practice, practice, practice.



How to get your child to read?

 Make time

 Remove distractions

 Make it fun

 Show enthusiasm

 Find the right place

 Try these first before offering rewards for 

the amount of times read

 Little and often



How to help your child read at home

Use the activities inside the front and back cover of your 

child’s reading book to support them. These activities 

help to develop their phonics, comprehension and 

fluency.



Did they like / dislike the 

story?  Why?

Act out the story

Make up a quiz



How else can I help?

Read everywhere

Instructions / Packaging / Recipes 

Shopping Lists / Other books

Sound talk to help practise 

blending. Its time to go to b..e..d.



Fluency

Once the children are blending confidently, we then work on 

developing their fluency.

Fluency is defined as the ability to read with speed, accuracy, and 

expression. In order to understand what they read, children must be 

able to read fluently whether they are reading aloud or silently.

So what does fluency look like in Reception by the end of the year?





Useful websites

 www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/

 https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/

 www.phonicsplay.com

 www.twinkl.co.uk

 www.ictgames.com/literacy.html

http://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.com/
http://www.twinkl.co.uk/
http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html


Useful phonics videos on Burleigh school website

Phase 2 sounds re-cap

Blending videos

Phase 3 sounds – after half term

How to find them:

Burleigh school website – children – class 

pages – reception – scroll down to learning 

at home in EYFS – pink pencil



Useful information:

 Some children have already been given a reading book if they 
know their sounds and are having a try at blending. If your child 
does not have a book yet, please continue to practise recognising 
their sounds.

 Your child will have 1-2 books a week

 Your child will be heard read and books changed once a week on 
their reading day

 Reading books to be in book bags every day as if we get the 
chance to hear them read more than once then we will

 Please focus on understanding as well as reading

 Practise sounds daily – children need to know their sounds before 
they can read

 Please read with your child daily and ask questions



Our Burleigh Telephone box

If you would like some extra books to share at 

home, please help yourself to our Burleigh book 

swap telephone box which is found in the main 

reception area.





Thank you for your time.

Any questions?


