
Reading in 

Reception





Why is reading important?

 It helps every other area of the curriculum

 Helps to build vocabulary and language 
development

 Safer than the internet for finding information

 Reading for pleasure/enjoyment

 1:1 time with your child

 Better Readers become better writers!

 It’s not a race!



End of Year Expectations for Reception
Comprehension 

Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using 

their own words and recently introduced vocabulary. 

Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories. 

Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, 

rhymes and poems and during role play.

 

Word Reading 

Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs.

Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending.

Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including 

some common exception words.

 

Writing 

Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. 

Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. 

Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.

 



Please look after our books, no 

writing in them or ripping of 

pages please.

Our books are mostly Collins Big 

Cat  and are matched very 

closely to the phases in our 

phonics curriculum which is 

based on Jolly Phonics and 

Letters and Sounds. 



Phonics – Glossary 
Phoneme A single, individual Sound e.g. s, t

Grapheme A single, individual letter

Blend Merging sounds together to make a word e.g. c-a-t 

makes ‘cat’

Segment Sounding out and separating the word into its 

sounds e.g. the sounds in the word ‘tap’ are /t/ /a/ 

/p/

Digraph/Trigraph 2/3 letters that represent a sound

CVC Words consisting of a consonant, vowel and 
consonant e.g.   c a t

Tricky 

words/common 

exception words

words that cannot be sounded out   e.g. the, are, 
was, they



Letters names or Sounds?

Both!
e.g.   The name of this letter is A and it 

makes the sound a…



Phase 1 (Sound)

 Develop listening skills and awareness of sounds in the environment

 Identify and remember the differences between sounds

 Develop awareness of sounds made with instruments and the differences 

between them

 Use a wide vocabulary to talk about sounds

 Develop awareness of sounds and rhythms

 Distinguish between sounds and remember patterns of sound

 Talk about sounds we make with our bodies and what the sounds mean

The practice of distinguishing between phoneme segmentation, blending, syllables, 

alliteration, rhyming words and other early listening skills. It includes seven aspects:



Phase 1 (Sound)

 Experience and appreciate rhythm and rhyme

 Develop awareness of rhythm and rhyme in speech and words

 Talk about words that rhyme and produce rhyming words

 Develop understanding of alliteration

 Listen to sounds at the beginning of words and hear the differences between them

 Explore how different sounds are articulated including speech sounds • Explore 

speech sounds

 Talk about the different sounds that we can make with our voices

 Develop oral blending and segmenting of sounds in words

 Listen to sounds within words and remember them in the order in which they occur

 Talk about the different sounds that make up words



Phase 2 (Single Sounds)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s


Phase 2 (single sounds)

➢mat → m-a-t

➢pot → p-o-t

➢can → c-a-n

➢dog → d-o-g



Phase 3 (digraph/trigraph)



Phonics – Phase 3 (digraph/trigraph)

➢shop → sh-o-p

➢ring → r-i-ng

➢coat → c-oa-t

➢rain → r-ai-n

• ‘dots’ to represent one 

letter making one 

sound, e.g. s

• a ‘dash’ to represent 

digraphs and trigraphs, 

e.g. light’



Tricky words 
These are words that cannot be sounded out. We just need to 

learn them by sight. Practise, practise, practise!



How to get your child to read!

 Make time to read everyday

 Remove distractions

 Make it fun!

 Show enthusiasm

 Find the right place

 Rewards for the amount of 
times read

 Little and often

 Involve them in choosing their 
own books to read from 
bookstore/library



How to help your child read at home

Use the activities inside the front and back cover of your 

child’s reading book to support them. These activities help to 

develop their phonics, comprehension and fluency.



Did they like / dislike the 

story?  Why?

Act out the story

Make up a quiz



How else can I help?

Read everywhere

Instructions / Packaging / 
Recipes Shopping Lists / Other 
books/Magazines/Newspapers

Different genres of books

Sound talk to help practise 
blending. Its time to go to 
b..e..d.

Visit Cheshunt Library













My First Library Adventure 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hW-fTukzzJY

 Up to 1min 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hW-fTukzzJY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hW-fTukzzJY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hW-fTukzzJY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hW-fTukzzJY


Fluency
Once the children are blending confidently, we 
then work on developing their fluency.

Fluency is defined as the ability to read with 
speed, accuracy, and expression. In order to 
understand what they read, children must be able 
to read fluently whether they are reading aloud or 
silently.

So what does fluency look like in Reception by the 
end of the year?



An Example



Handwriting

 We teach letter formation in letter families depending on the letter direction:



Handwriting

 All children learn to form letters in 4 letter families, according to the 

direction and orientation of the letter:

1. Curly caterpillar letters: ‘Curl back down the caterpillar’.  

2. Long ladder letters: ‘down the ladder’  

3. One-armed robot letters: ‘Down the robot’s body, then up and 
over the robot’s arm’.  

4. Zig-zag monsters: ‘zig-zag’ 



If your child is struggling to hold a pencil, you can 

purchase this for them.



Useful websites

 https://www.booktrust.org.uk/

 http://www.lovemybooks.co.uk/

 https://www.borrowbox.com/

 www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/

 https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/

 www.phonicsplay.com

 https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/home-early-years/literacy-eyfs-

early-years/early-years-communication-and-language-and-literacy-

phonics 

 www.ictgames.com/literacy.html

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b01cz0p1/alphablocks 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/
http://www.lovemybooks.co.uk/
http://www.lovemybooks.co.uk/
https://www.borrowbox.com/
https://www.borrowbox.com/
http://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/
http://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.com/
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/home-early-years/literacy-eyfs-early-years/early-years-communication-and-language-and-literacy-phonics
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/home-early-years/literacy-eyfs-early-years/early-years-communication-and-language-and-literacy-phonics
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/home-early-years/literacy-eyfs-early-years/early-years-communication-and-language-and-literacy-phonics
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Useful phonics videos on Burleigh 

school website

Phase 2 sounds re-cap

Blending videos

Phase 3 sounds – after half term
How to find them:

Burleigh Primary School 

website→ Our Classes → 

Reception → Phonics  

https://www.burleighschool

.co.uk/page/?title=Phonics

&pid=77

https://www.burleighschool.co.uk/page/?title=Phonics&pid=77
https://www.burleighschool.co.uk/page/?title=Phonics&pid=77
https://www.burleighschool.co.uk/page/?title=Phonics&pid=77


Useful information:
 Some children will be given a reading book if they know their sounds 

and are having a try at blending. If your child does not have a book 
yet, please continue to practise recognising their sounds in their phonics 
wallet pack.

 Your child will have 1-2 books a week.

 Your child will be heard to read and books changed once a week on 
their reading day.

 Reading books to be in book bags every day as if we get the chance 
to hear them read more than once then we will.

 Please focus on understanding as well as reading. Please read with your 
child daily and ask questions.

 Practise sounds daily – children need to know their sounds 

before they can read



A Reading Record example



Reading days – Please ask your child’s teacher what group they are in.

RMO                                              RMM



Our Burleigh Telephone 

box

If you would like some extra 

books to share at home, 

please help yourself to our 

Burleigh book swap telephone 

box which is found in the main 

Reception area by the front 

office.





Thank you for your time!

Any questions?
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