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Burleigh Primary School

Anti-Bullying Policy

Introduction:

The school aims to ensure that pupils learn in a supportive, caring and safe environment without fear of being bullied. Bullying is anti-social behaviour and affects everyone; it is unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  We work hard to prevent bullying from taking place but we can only deal with incidents that we are told about.

What constitutes bullying?
Bullying is defined as deliberately hurtful behaviour, repeated over a period of time, where it is difficult for those being bullied to defend themselves. This may take place on or off the school premises.  
The main forms of bullying are:

	TYPE OF BULLYING
	DEFINITION

	Emotional
	Being unfriendly, excluding, tormenting

	Physical
	Hitting, kicking, pushing, taking another’s belongings, any use of violence

	Prejudice-based and discriminatory, including:
· Racial
· Faith-based
· Gendered (sexist)
· Homophobic/biphobic
· Transphobic
· Disability-based
	Taunts, gestures, graffiti or physical abuse focused on a particular characteristic (e.g. gender, race, sexuality)

	Sexual
	Explicit sexual remarks, display of sexual material, sexual gestures, unwanted physical attention, comments about sexual reputation or performance, or inappropriate touching

	Direct or indirect verbal
	Name-calling, sarcasm, spreading rumours, teasing

	Cyber-bullying
	Bullying that takes place online, such as through social networking sites, messaging apps or gaming sites 




Pupils who are being bullied may show changes in behaviour, such as becoming shy and nervous, feigning illness, taking unusual absences or clinging to adults. There may also be evidence of changes in work patterns with levels of concentration dropping too. Pupils MUST be encouraged to report bullying at school.
Staff must be alert to the signs of bullying and act promptly in accordance with this policy. 



Child on Child Abuse

If one child or young person causes harm to another, care should be taken to decide whether the behaviour is abusive or not. For example, it is important to consider:

· Whether there is a large difference in power (for example age, size, ability, development) between the young people concerned; or 
· Whether the perpetrator has repeatedly tried to harm one or more other children; or 
· Whether there are concerns about the intention of the alleged perpetrator. 

Child on child abuse can manifest itself in many different ways, with gender often being a key factor in this. Severe harm may be caused to children by the abusive and bullying behaviour of other children, which may be physical, sexual or emotional. This may include gender based violence/ sexual assaults, consensual or non-consensual sharing of nudes and semi-nude images or videos, child-on-child exploitation, sexual bullying or harmful sexual behaviour. 

Guidance on responding to and managing sexting incidents can be found at http://www.thegrid.org.uk/info/welfare/child_protection/reference/index.shtml#sex


Implementation

What parents can do: 
· Parents are encouraged at all times to inform the school immediately if they feel there is a problem. Problems will be taken seriously, investigated thoroughly and acted upon immediately. Class teachers should be informed in the first instance. 

School: 
· If bullying is suspected or reported, the incident will be passed to the Head or Deputy (HT or DHT) to investigate, who will interview all concerned and record the incident. 
· Incidents will be recorded, monitored and reviewed over time, by the class teacher, HT or DHT as appropriate. Incidents will be recorded on CPOMs. 
· Parents will be contacted. 
· Punitive measures will be taken as appropriate [see below].
· Governors will be informed of the number of bullying incidents annually.


Pupils who are bullied:
· Must report the nature of the bullying to a member of staff [with parents doing so if the child feels unable to]
· Will be offered an immediate opportunity to discuss the experience with the HT or DHT.
· Will be reassured and offered continuous support from the Pupil Support Worker.


Pupils who bully:
· Will be asked to discuss what happened and why
· Will have explained to them their wrongdoing and need to change
· Will have their parents contacted to discuss the incident to help change the attitude of the pupil.

Disciplinary steps:
· Official warnings to cease offending
· Detention 
· Internal exclusion e.g. move to another class for a day or part of a day
· Suspension from school
· Permanent exclusion from school

NB In the case of all of the above, parents will be notified with the steps taken recorded.

We take a preventative approach to bullying which includes the following measures: 
· making the children aware that all forms of bullying will be taken seriously by the school, and if needed, reported to the governors and the police. 

· exploring the issue of bullying through the PSHE curriculum so that children know how to recognise bullying and what to do if they notice it in school. 

· encouraging children to tell an adult or friend if they are worried. 

· discussing the issue with School Council, and through assemblies. 

· helping children to differentiate between that which is bullying and that which is not.  

· being vigilant when supervising the children. 

· Liaising with parents of both victims and offenders of bullying 

· Local police officer to speak to the older children about cyberbullying, and the consequences. 

· Anti-bullying week. 


The school will review this policy annually in conjunction with its Online Safety policy.
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