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Vocabulary Progression Map: Geography      

   

Term EYFS Year 1 Year 2 

A
u

tu
m

n
 

seasons, autumn, winter, spring, summer, 
hot cold, wind, rain, sun storm, thunder, lightning, snow, 

Seasons 
seasons, autumn, winter, spring, summer 
hot cold, wind, rain, sun storm, thunder, lightning, snow, 
blustery, showery, warm, cool, breeze, dark, light, 
temperature, hibernation, 
 
 

Maps / Cheshunt  
direction, positon, north, south, east, west, compass, 
aerial map, perspective, landmark, symbol, feature, 
office, river, vegetation, environment, local, 
 
town, house, park 

Sp
ri

n
g 

, globe, sea, world 
 
forwards, backwards, turn towards, over, under, next to 

The UK - Countries and Capitals  
globe, sea, world, map, island, United Kingdom, 
surrounded, country, border, capital city 

Five Oceans and Seas 
continent, ocean, South America, North America, 
Antarctica, Australia, Asia, Europe, Africa,  Pacific, 
Atlantic, North South, Indian, arctic, Poles, Equator, 
desert, rainforest, ice caps, sea, English Channel, North 
Sea, 
 
 

Su
m

m
er

 

beach, sea, hill Comparing Cheshunt to the seaside(human and physical 
geography) 
beach, cliff, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, 
season and weather 
 
near far left right 

Kingston 
direction, position, north, south, east, west, compass, 
aerial photograph, landmark, city, river, mountains, port, 
environment, local, tropical storm, 
 
town, house, park, beach 
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Term Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

A
u

tu
m

n
 

 Europe 
continent, ocean, sea, country, Europe, 
atlas, border, island, land locked, land 
height, land marks, population, climate, 
environments and environmental 
problems, compass, 8 point compass, 

South America 
continent, ocean, sea, country, South 
America, atlas, border, island, land lock, 
land height, land marks, population, 
climate, environments and environmental 
problems, compass, grid reference, 

 

Sp
ri

n
g 

The UK (counties) Physical Geography  
county, city, UK, topographical, hills, 
mountains, rivers, lakes, coastal, island, 
valley, forest, industrial, residential, retail, 
open space, bordered, north, east, south, 
west  physical features 
 
The UK (counties) Human Geography  
Human features Town, village, settlement, 
trade, resources, energy, industry, food, 
minerals, water, restaurants, offices, 

Water Cycle 
Rapids, leisure, precipitation, 
condensation, evaporation, less steep 
sides, steep sides, Fast flowing, Slower 
flowing, steep valleys, wider valley 
Estuary, erosion, tributaries, with 
interlocking spurs, Mouth, Source , 
narrow channel, flood plain, gorges, 
Meanders/loops,  wide channel, run off 

 Impact on the environment 

hurricane, tornado, tsunami, drought, 
extreme, climate, equator, tropic of 
cancer, tropic of Capricorn, hemisphere, 
impact, climate change. Renewable 
energy, polar ice caps, deforestation, 
pollution, sustainability Environmental, 
issue, tremors,  devastation, community, 
earthquake, richter scale, volcano, 
magma, lava, eruption, fertile, rock, earth 
crust, tectonic plate, alternative 
 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn (location 
Equator, Tropic of cancer, Tropic of 
Capricorn, hemisphere, northern, 
southern latitude, longitude, Arctic circle, 
Antarctic circle, Greenwich, Prime 
Meridian, time zones, coordinates, 
degrees 
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Fieldwork 
map,  fieldwork, local, area, directions, 
vicinity, plan, symbol, key, location, 
feature, aerial, birds eye view, survey, 
sketch map, field sketch, 

Southern France 
continent, ocean, sea, country, Europe, 
atlas, border, land height, landmarks, 
population, climate, compass, 8 points, 
coast,  mountains, rivers,  
Mediterranean, The Pyrenees, the Alps, 
French Riviera, Provence, produce, trade, 
agriculture, landscape 

Settlements and trade in South America  

equator, hemisphere,  continent, south 
America, (recap these words Summer 2 
L1)  human and physical features, trade, 
export deforestation, 
 
 
Biomes/ vegetation, mountains, earthquakes 
linked to America  
Equator, Tropic of cancer, hemisphere, 
southern latitude, longitude, South 
America, continent, population, human, 
physical, climatic, export, trade, economy, 
resources, income, town village,   Biome, 
Vegetation belt, mountain, volcano, 
eruption, dormant, active, devastation 
Chile, Santiago, The Andes, extinct, 
tectonic plate 
 

Fieldwork 
Maps, atlas, globe, eight points compass, 
ordnance survey, human and physical 
features, grid reference, scale 

 


